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OPIOID POISONING IN VOLUSIA COUNTY 

P U B L I C H E A L T H D A T A B R I E F 

www.heal hyvolusia.org 

NUMBER 04 AUGUST 2017 

The Centers for Disease Control and Preven�on (CDC) define opioids as natural or synthe�   hemi als that bind to 

re eptors in your brain or body redu ing feelings of pain. People using pres rip�on opioids or heroin are at risk for 

uninten�onal overdose or death and  an be ome addi ted. CDC groups opioids into four  ategories: natural & semi-

synthe�  opioid analgesi s, methadone, synthe�  opioid analgesi s, and heroin. Natural, synthe�  (in luding opium), 

and semi-synthe�  opioids will be  ombined due to  oding limita�ons to represent pres rip�on opioid usage in this 

brief. 

CDC reports that sin e 2000, more than 300,000 people have lost their lives to an opioid overdose in the United States. 

The Florida Law Enfor ement, 2015 Medi al Examiners Commission Drug Report indi ates that opioids abuse was the 

 ause of death of 3,896 Floridians in 2015. County Health Rankings & Roadmaps ranked Volusia County 15th overall in 

Florida with a drug poisoning mortality rate of 19 deaths per 100,000 popula�on in 2015. Volusia County residents who 

died from opioid poisoning were 8.6 �mes more likely to be white than any other ra e. 

Resident Deaths by Type of Opioid  oisoning, 2015 

• Heroin poisoning deaths in Volusia County 
were lower than Florida by 9% per ent in 

2015 

• Methadone poisoning deaths in Volusia 

County were higher than Florida by 8.4% 

• Volusia County (50.7%) was slightly higher 

than Florida (50.2%) in the per ent of 

deaths  aused by other pres rip�on opioids 

(ex luding Methadone) in 2015 

n = 67 n =1,547 

Opioid  oisoning Deaths by Gender, 

Volusia County, 2015 Opioid  oisoning Death Rates by Race, Volusia County, 2015 

n = 67 

Data Sources: Agen y for Health Care Administra�on (AHCA) 

Hospital and Emergen y Department Datasets, 2015; Florida 

Department of Health, Bureau of Vital Sta�s� s 2015 

• Opioid poisoning deaths were four �mes higher among 

white residents than among bla k and Hispani  residents. 
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 ercent of Opioid  oisoning Deaths by Age, Volusia County, 2015 

n=67 

• Residents Ages 25 to 54 a  ounted 
for almost 75% of deaths  aused 

by opioid poisoning in Volusia 

County in 2015 

• The highest per ent of deaths 

(25.4%)  aused by opioid poisoning 

o  urred between the ages of 25 

through 34 

• The lowest per ent of deaths 

(4.5%)  aused by opioid poisoning 

o  urred between the ages of 65 

through 74 

Emergency Department Visits by Type of Hospitaliza3ons by Type of Opioid  oisoning, 2015 

Opioid  oisoning, 2015 

n = 140 n = 6,771 n = 145 n = 5,688 

• Poisoning by pres rip�on opioids (ex luding methadone) was the most  ommon diagnosis for ED visits and 

hospitaliza�ons in Volusia County in 2015 

Age-Adjusted Hospitaliza3on Rates from Opioid  oisoning, Volusia County, 2011-2015 

• The age-adjusted rate for 

hospitaliza�ons due to heroin 

poisoning in Volusia County 

in reased by 350% from 2011 to 

2015 

• The rate for hospitaliza�ons due to 
poisoning of pres rip�on opioids 

(ex luding methadone) de reased 

by 52.8% from 2011 to 2015 

www.heal hyvolusia.org 

For more informa3on, contact the Florida Department of Health in Volusia County 

Office of  lanning &  erformance Management at 386 274-0500 Ext. 0582 or visit our website 

www.volusiahealth.com/stats 




