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5WATstudents Working Against Tobacco 

SWAT Advisors kick off new year 
SWAT Advisors got together on August 1st to kick off the new school year. They received a 

briefing and pep talk from Regional SWAT Coordinator David Powell and Volusia SWAT 

Coordinator Charles Bethune to prepare them to rally students at their schools. Pictured left to 

right: Elizabeth Etheridge (Basilica School of St. Paul), Corey McCormack (Silver Sands Middle 

School), Esmeralda Charneco (River Springs Middle School), Jessica Opfer (New Smyrna Beach 

Middle School), Mikeeta Ephraim (Word & Praise Christian Learning Center), and Yvonne 

Cook-Scott (Campbell Middle School). Not pictured: Tambra Heaberlin (Southwestern Middle 

School) and Janet Elam (New Life Church Ministries). 

Ormond Beach company helps employees quit smoking ~~ 
Thomas & Betts Corporation, in Ormond Beach, is providing their employees free access to all the 

tools they will need to start living smoke-free lives. On July 31st, the company hosted a lunch & 

learn presentation by Tobacco Free Florida- Volusia County to let employees know about the free 

quit smoking resources available to them. For their effort and for caring about their employees, 

they qet 2 thumbs up' 

Partner Highlight ... Stetson University 

The Partnership celebrates the activities and accomplishments of all Partners. This month we 

recognize Stetson University for their tobacco/smoke-free policy. As of August 1, 2014, no 

smoking or use of any tobacco-related product is permitted anywhere on campus. This includes 

all buildings, student housing, fraternity/sorority housing, visitor housing, parking lots and 

grounds. The list of prohibited tobacco products includes but is not limited to cigarettes, e

cigarettes, cigars, hookahs/water pipes, pipes, snuff, chew, snus, pellets and dissolvable tobacco 

mints. Stetson offers free on-campus quit smoking programs for students and employees. 

Stetson's Assistant Director of Health & Wellness, Terrance Harris said, "We are excited about 

this epic day forever etched in our rich history here at Stetson' This is our unified move to make 

Stetson a 'Breathe Free' environment for all, and we are here to support everyone .. A BREATH 

of Fresh Air." 

August 2014 

Partnership umini" seminars 
Each monthly meeting ofthe Tobacco Free 

Florida- Volusia County Partnership begins 

with a 30 minute seminar on current tobacco 

issues and topics. 

In May it was "E-Cigarettes: Health warnings, 

safety concerns, current use & regulation," 

presented by Vicki Evans of Northeast 

Florida AHEC. In June, Alyce Shelton from 

the Health Planning Council of Northeast 

Florida presented "Tobacco Use & the 

Affordable Care Act." 

At the most recent meeting on July 28th, 

Teresa Williams, Tobacco Program Manager 

for Flagler County, who in April, shared tips on 

improving school tobacco policies, returned to 

talk about Flagler's free alternative tobacco 

education program for students caught with 

tobacco products. 

The Partnership in Volusia County has 

proposed a similar curriculum to Volusia 

County Schools. Currently, when minors are 

caught using or possessing tobacco products, 

school policy allows many disciplinary choices, 

including suspension or a civil citation. The 

citation mandates that the student attend a 

tobacco education class and pay a court fine, 

totaling $6o. The proposed curriculum offers 

free classes which would give the schools an 

alternative and provide students with free 

education on the dangers oftobacco use. The 

plan is to have the curriculum in place by the 

end of 2014. 

Join Us! 
Please jo in us for our next Tobacco Free 

Florida- Volusia County Partnership 

meeting on Monday, August 25, 2014. 

Meetings begin at 4 p.m. at the Health 

Department on 1845 Holsonback Road, 

Daytona Beach. For more information or 

to be added to the email list, please 

contact Kristen Mialki at 386-274-0601 or 

Kristen.Mialki@FLHealth.gov . 
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